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Firm we fubfift, yet pcflible to fwervt. Milton. 

Many who, through the contagion of ill example, fwerve 
exceedingly from the rules of their holy faith, yet would up¬ 
on fuch an extraordinary warning be brought to comply with 
them. Atterbury’s Sermons. 

3. To ply; to bend. 

Now their mightieft quell’d, the battle fwerv'd 
With many an inroad gor’d. Milton. 

4, [I know not whence derived.] To climb on a narrow body. 

I en wildings have I gather’d for my dear. 

Upon the topmoft branch, the tree was high. 

Yet nimbly up from bough to bough I fwerv'd. Dryden. 

She fled, returning by the way fhe went, 

And fwerv'd along her bow with fwift afeent. Dryden. 

SWIFT, adj. [yjnpr, Saxon.J 

X. Moving far in a Ihort time; quick; fleet; fpeedy; nimble; 
rapid. 

Thou art fo far before. 

That fwiftefl wing of recompence is flow 
To over take thee. Sbakefpeare. 

Yet are thefe feet, whofe ftrengthlefs flay is numb, 
Unable to fupport this lump of clay, 

5 «//yi-wingcd with defire to get a grave. Skakejpeare. 

Men of war, whofe faces were like the faces of lions, and 
as fwift as the rocs upon the mountains. 1 Chron. xii. 8. 

We imitate and pradtife to make fwifter motions than any 
out of other muficets. Bacon. 

To him with fuiift afeent he up return’d. Milton. 

Things that move fo fwift as not to affefl the fenfes di- 
ftindtly, with feveral diftinguilhable diftances of their motion, 
and fo caufc not any train of ideas in the mind, are not per¬ 
ceived to move. Locke. 

It preferves the ends of the hones from incalefcency, which 
they, being folid bodies, w’ould contract from any fwift mo¬ 
tion. Ray . 

Thy Humbling founder’d jade can trot as high 
As any other Pegaftis can fly ; 

So the dull eel moves nimbler in the mud. 

Than all the fwift fin’d racers of the flood. Dorfet. 

Clouded in a deep abyfs of light, ~i 

While prefent, too fevere for human fight, V 

Nor flaying longer than one Jwift-vemg i night. Prior. J 
Mantiger made a circle round the chamber, and the fwifl- 
footed martin purfued him. Arbutbnot. 

There too my fon,-ah once my beft delight, 


Once fwift of foot, and terrible in fight. Pope's Odyffey. 

Swift they defeend, with wing to wing conjoin’d, 
Stretch their broad plumes, and float upon the wind. Pope. 

2. Ready. 

Let every man be fwift to hear, flow to fpeak. Jet. i. 19. 

He made intricate feem ftraight, 

To mifehief fwift. Milton. 

Swift, n.f [from the quicknefs of their flight.] 

1. A bird like a fwallow; a martinet. 

Swifts and fwallows have remarkably fliort leg', and their 
toes grafp any thing very ftrongly. D or ham. 

2. The current of a flream. 

He can live in the flrongeft fwifts of the water. Walton. 
Svvi'ftly. adv. [from Jwift.\ Fleetly ; rapidly; nimbly; with 
celerity; with velocity. 

Thefe mo ve fwiftly, and at great diflance; but then they 
require a medium well difpofed, and their tranfmifiion is ea- 
fily flopped. Bacon's Natural Hjlory. 

Pleas’d with the paflage, we Aide fviftly on, 

And fee the dangers which we cannot fliun. Dryden. 

In decent order they advance to light; 1 

Yet then too fwiftly fleet by human fight, > 

And meditate too foon their everlafting flight. Prior, j 
Swi'ftness. 71.f. [from fwift.] Speed; nimblenefs; rapidity; 
quicknefs; velocity ; celerity. 

Let our proportions for thefe wars 
Be loon colledted, and all thing thought upon. 

That may with reafonable fwiftnefs add 
More feathers to our wings. Shakefp care's Henry V. 

We may outrun 

By violent fwiftnefs that which we run at; 

And lofe by over running. Sbakefpeare'5 Henry VIII. 

Speed to deferibe -whofe fwiftnefs number fails. Milton. 
Exulting, till he finds their nobler fenfe 
Their difproportion’d fpecd does recompcnle; 

Then curfes his confpiring feet, whofe feent 

Betrays that fafety which theh fwiftnefs lent. Denham. 

Such is the mighty fwiftnefs of your mind, 

That like the earth’s, it leaves our fenfe behind. Dtyden. 
To Swig. v. n. [ fwiga , Iflandick.] To drink by large draughts. 
To SWILL, v. a. [ypiljan, Saxon.] 

1. To drink luxurioufly and grofsly. 

The wretched, bloody, and ufutping boar 
That fpoil’d your fummer fields and fruitful vines. 

Swifts your warm blood like wafii, and makes his trough 
In your embowel’d bofoms. Sbakefpeare s Richard III. 
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The moll common of thefe caufes are an hereditan, 
liuon, /willing down great quantities of cold waterTi- ‘ ^ 

> ,( l u 9 rs. 

Such is the poet, frefh in pay, “ Jns “”‘ D ict. 
The third night’s profits of his play ; 

His morning draughts till noon can fwill t 
Among his brethren of the quill. „ . 

2. To walh; to drench. 

As fearfully as doth a galled rock 
O’erhangandjutty his confounded bafe. 

Swill'd with the wild and wafteful ocean. 0/ > - 
With that a German oft has /will’d his throat 
Deluded, that imperial Rhine bellow’d 
The generous rummer. 

3 - To inebriate. 

I Ihould be loth 

I o meet the rudenels and fwilPd inlolencc 
Of fuch late wallailers. 
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Dryden. 


He drinks a Jwilling draught; and lin’d within, 

Will fupple in the bath his outward /kin. 

Swill, n.f. [from tire verb.] Drink, luxurioufly poureddS? 
Give ivvine fuch Jivtil as you have. Morti * 

Thus as they fwim, in mutual fwi/l the talk " 
Reels fad from theme to theme. Tbomf 

Swiller. n.f [homfu.il.] A luxurious drinker. ^ 
To SWIM. v.n. Preterite fwam 3 /worn, or fvjum. 

Saxon; fwemmen , Dutch.] 

1. To float on the water; not to fink. 

I will fcarce think you have fwam in a gondola. Sbakefpeare. 
We have Ihips and boats for going under water, and brook¬ 
ing of feas; alfo fwimming- girdles and fupporters. Beeetn 
9 2. To move progrcffively in the water by the motion of the 
limbs. 

Leap in with me into this angry flood; 

And fwim to yonder point. Sbakefpeare's Julius Caictr. 

I have ventur’d. 

Like little wanton boys that fwim on bladders, 

Thefe many fu miners in a fea of glory; 

But far beyond my depth. Sbakefpeare's Henry VIII. 

The foldicrs counfel was to kill the prifoncrs, left any of 
them Ihould fwim out and efcape. Adis xxvii, 42. 

The reit driven into the lake, where feeking to fave their 
lives by fwimming, they were flain in coming to land by the 
Spanilh horfemcn, or elfc in their fwimming fliot by the har- 
quebufiers. Kmiles. 

Animals fwim in the fame manner as they go, and need 
no other way of motion for natation in the water, then for 
progreflion upon the land. Brown's Vulgar Emm. 

The frighted wolf now fwims among the Iheep, 

The yellow lion wanders in the deep: 

1 he ftag fwims faller than he ran before. 

Blue Triton gave the fignal from the Ihore, 

The ready Nereids heard and fwam before. 

To finooth the feas. 

3. To be conveyed by the flream. 

With tenders of our protedlion of them from the fury of 
thofe who would foon drown them, if they nefufed to fwim 
down the popular flream with them. King Charles ■ 

I fiuom with the tide, and the water under me was buoyant. 

Dryden. 

4. To glide along with a fmooth or dizzy motion. 

She with pretty and with fwimming gate 
Follying, her womb then rich with my young fquire 
Would imitate. Sbakefpeare. 

A hovering mill came fwimming o’er his fight. 

And fcal’d his eyes in everlafting night. 

My flack hand dropt, and all the idle pomp, 

Priefts, altars, vidtims fwam before my fight! 

The fainting foul flood ready wing’d for flight. 

And o'er his eye-balls fwum the lhades of night. 

5. To be dizzy; to be vertiginous. 

I am taken with a grievous fwimming in my head, and fuc 
a mill before my eyes, that I can neither hear nor fee. Dryd. 

6. To be floated. , 

When the heavens are filled with cloud?, when the eart 
fwims in rain, and all nature wears a lowring countenance, 
withdraw myfelf from thefe uncomfortable feenes into tbevi- 
fionary worlds of art. Addifon s Spet ota • 

Sudden the ditches fwell, the meadows fuim. Tnomjsn. 

7. To have abundance of any quality ; to flow in an y t “ in S - 

They now fwim in joy. 

Ere long to fwim at large, and laugh; for which 
The world a wor d of tears mull weep. i, ‘- ‘ 

To Swim. v. a. To pafs by fwimming. 

Sometimes he thought to fwim the ftormy main, 

By ftruch of arms the diftant Ihore to gain. . 

Swimm. n.f. [fiom the verb.] The bladder of fifties y" 
they arc fupported in the water. . a 

T he braces have the nature and ufe of tendons, in co 
ing the fwim , and thereby transfufing the air out o on ._ ^ 
der inu another, or dilcharging it from them bolb [ VI / w; , JlR , 
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Swimmer, rt.f [homfwim.] 

One who fwims. , , - . , . „ 

Birds find cafe in the depth of the air, as fwimmers do in a 
v i >r Bacon. 

dC Latiroftrmis and flat billed birds, being generally fwimmers, 
the organ is wifely contrived for aclion. Brown. 

Life is oft preferv’d 

By the bold Manner , in the fwift illapfe 
Of accide nt difaflrous. Themfon. 

The twimmer is fituated in the fore legs of a hone, above 
the knees, and upon the infide, and almoft upon the back 
part, of the hind legs, a little below the ham : this part is with¬ 
out hair, and refembies a piece of hard dry horn. Farrier’s Did. 

Swimmingly, adv. [horn fwimming.] Smoothly; without 
obltru&ion. A iow word. 

John got on the battlements, and called to Nick, I hope 
the caufe goes on fwimvriv.gly. _ Arbutbnot. 

SWINE, n.f. fypin, Saxon; fwyn, Dutch. It is probably the 
plural of fome old word, and is now' the fame in both num¬ 
bers.] A hog; a pig. A creature remarkable for ftupidity 
and naftinefs. 

O monllrous beaft! how like a fwine he lies! Shakefp. 
He will he fwine drunk; and in hisfleep he does little harm, 
fave to his bcdcloaths. Sbakefpeare. 

Who knows not Circe, 

The daughter of the Sun ? whofe charmed cup 
Whoever tailed, loft his upright lhape, 

And downward fell into a groveling fwine. Milton. 

Had the upper part, to the middle, been of human lhape, 
and all below mine, had it been murder to deftroy it ? Locke. 
How inftin£l varies in the grov’lingVttw, 

Compar’d, half reaPning elephant, with thine! Pope. 

Swi'nebread. n.f A kind of plant; truffles. Bailey. 

Swi'neherd. n.f. [j-ptn and J?yju>, Saxon.] A keeper of 
hogs 

There fuineberd, that keepeth the hog. Tujfer. 

The whole interview between Ulyfles and Eumeus has 
fallen into ridicule: Eumeus has been judged to be of the 
fame r3nk and condition with our modern fwineherds. Bros me. 

Swi'nepipe. n.f. A bird of the thrulh kind. Bailey. 

To Swing, v.n. [j-pmjan, Saxon.J 
To wave too and fro hanging loofely 
I tried if a pendulum would fwing fuller, or continue f ting¬ 
ing longer in our receiver, in cafe of exfudtion of the air, 
than otherwife. Boyle. 

If the coach fwung but the lead to one fide, fhe ufed to 
fhriek fo loud, that all concluded flic was overturned. Arbuthn. 
Jack hath hanged himfelf: let us go fee how' h e fwings. Arb. 

When the fwinging figns your ears offend 
With creaking noife, then rainy floods impend. Gay. 

2. To fly backward and forward on a rope. 

To Swing, v. a. preterite fwang, f-wung. 

1. To make to play loofely on a firing. 

To whirl round in the air. 

His fword prepar’d 

He fwang about his head, and cut the winds. Sbakefpeare. 
T ake bottles and fwing them: fill not the bottles full, but 
leave fome air, elfc the liquor cannot play nor flower. Bacon. 

Swinging a red-hot iron about, or taftening it unto a wheel 
under that motion, it will fooncr grow cold. Brown. 

Swing thee in the air, then dafh thee down. 

To th’ hazard of thy brains and flutter'd fides. Milton. 
To wave loofely'. 

If one approach to dare his force. 

He fwings his tail, and fwiftly turns him round. Dryden. 

Swing, n f [from the verb.] 

1. Motion of any thing hanging loofely. 

In calling of any thing, the arms, to make a greater fwing, 
are firll call backward. Bacon's Natural FBJlory. 

Men ufe a pendulum, as a more Heady and regular motion 
than that of the earth; yet if any one Ihould "alk how he 
certainly knows that the two fuccefiive fwings of g pendulum 
arc equal, it would be very hard to fatisfy him. Locke. 

2. A line on which any thing hangs loofe. 

3. Influence or power of a body put in motion: 

The ram that batters down the wall. 

For the great fwing and rudenefs of his poize. 

They place before his hand that made the engine. Shakefp. 
In this encyclopedia, and round of knowledge, like the great 
wheels of heaven, we’re to obferve two circles, that, while we 
are daily carried about, and whirled on by the fwing and rapt 
°l the one, we may maintain a natural and proper courfe in 
the fober wheel of the other. Brown 

The defending of the earth to this orbit is not upon "that 
mechanical account Cartefius pretends, namely, the firmin' 
pvmg of the more folid globuli that overflow it. More 
4 - <~ourfc; unrellrained liberty; abandonment to any motive. ’ 
Fails unjuft 

Commit, even to the f\i\\ fwing of his lufl. Chapman. 

I ake th y fwing ; 

For not to take, is but the-felf-fame thing. Dryden. 




IValler. 
bully; 



Let them all take their fwing 
To pillage the king. 

And get ?, blue ribband inllcad of a firing, 

Unrellrained tendency. 

Where the fwing goeth, there follow, fawn, flatter, laugh, 
and lie luftily at other mens liking. Afcham's Scboolmajier. 

Thefe exuberant productions only excited and fomented his 
lulls; fo that his whole time lay upon his hands, and gave him 
leifure to contrive and with full fwing purfuc his follies. Hood. 

Thofe that hre fo perfuaJed, defire to be wife in a way that 
will gratify their appetites, and fo give up thcmfelves to the 
fusing of their unbounded propenfions. Glanv. Seep). Preface. 

Were it not for thefe, civil government were not able to 
Hand before the prevailing fwing of corrupt nature, which 
would know no honefty but advantage. South. 

To SWINGE, v.a. [ppin^an, Saxon.] 

1. Towhip; to baftinade; to punifli. 

Sir, I was in love with my bed : 1 thank you, you fwing'd 
me for my love, which makes me the bolder to chide you for 
y 0ur ’s. Shakef. Two Gent, of Verena. 

This very rev’rend letcher, quite worn out 
With rheumatifms, and crippled with his gout. 

Forgets what he in youthful times has done, 

And fwinges his own vices in his fon. Dryd. jun. Juvenal. 
The printer brought along with him a bundle of thofe pa¬ 
pers, which, in the phrafe of the whig-coffeehoufes, have 
fwinged off the Examiner. Swift. 

2. To move as a lafli. Not in ufe. 

He, wroth to fee his kingdom fail. 

Swinges the fcaly horror of his folded tail. Milton. 

Swinge, n.f. [from the verb.] A fway; a fwcep of any thing 
in motion. Not in ufe. 

Thefliallow water doth her force infringe. 

And renders vain her tail’s impetuous Jiuinge. 
Swi'ngebuckler. n.f [fwnge and buckler.] 
man who pretends to feats of arms. 

You had not four fuch fwhigebucklers in all the inns of court 
again. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

Swi'nger. n f. [from fwing.] He who fwings ; a hurlcr. 
Swinging, adj. [from fl’inge.] Great; huge. A low word. 
The countryman feeing the lion difarmed, with a jwinging 
cudgel broke off the match. L’Eji’ange. 

A good twinging fum of John’s readieft cafh went towards 
building of Hocus’s countryhoufe. Arbutbnot. 

Swi'ngincly. adv [from fwinging.] Vaflly; greatly. 

Henceforward he’ll print neither pamphlets nor linen 
And, if fwearing can do’t, {hall be fwlngingly maul’d. Swift. 
To Swi'ncle. v.n. [from fwirigi] 

1. 'To dangle ; to wave hanging. 

2. To fwing in pleafure. 

Swi'nish. adj. [from fwine.] Eefitting fwine; rcfcmbling 
fwine; grofs; brutal. 

They clepe us drunkards, and with fwinifh phrafe 
Soil our addition. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Swinifb gluttony 

Ne’er looks to heav’n amidft his gorgeous feaft; 

But, with befotted bafe ingratitude, 

Crams and blafphcmcs his feeder. Milton. 

To Swink. v. n. [ ppincan, Saxon. ] To labour; to toil; to 
drudge. Obfoletc. 

Riches, renown, and principality, 

I or which men [wink and fweat incclfantly. Fairy Queen. 

For they do fwink and fweat to feed the other. 

Who live like lords of that which they do gather. Hub.Tale. 
To Swink. v.a. To overlabour. 

The labour'd ox 

In his loofe traces from the furrow came. 

And the fwink’d hedger at his fupper fat. Milton. 

Swink. n.f. frani 
folete. 

Ah, Piers, been thy teeth on edge, to think 
How great fport they gaynen with little fwinke ? 

I hou’s but a lazy loorde. 

And rekes much of thy Jwinke. 

Switch, n.f. A fmall flexible twig. 

Fetch me a dozen Crabtree Haves, and ftrong ones; thefe 
are but fwitebes. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

When a circle ’bout the wrift 
Is made by beadle cxorcift, 

T he body feels the fpur and fwiteh. Hudibras , 

Mauritania, on the fifth medal, leads a horfe with fomething 
like a thread ; in her other hand Ihe holds a fwiteh. Addifon. 
I 0 Switch, v. a. [from the noun ] To lafh ; to jerk. 

Lay thy bridle’s weight 

Moll of thy left fide; thy right horfe then /witching, all thy 
throat 

Spent in encouragements, give him; and all the rein let 

c . / . r . Chap mads Iliad. 

< \\ 1 \ el. n.f. Something fixed in another body fo as to turn 
round in it. 


LONDON,1755 THE WARNOCK LIBRARY OctaVO 









































































































































































































